Tilehurst Globe Report re Rescue 2017

11th and 12th March

Report re Clearup in Gypsy Lane

Gypsy Lane has been a target of dumping and general litter dumping for some years. Lighting was installed to attempt to improve matters but this does not seem to have made any significant improvement, I also thought that CCTV was installed midway long the lane but if it is, it doesn’t seem to have made any difference to the dumping of rubbish. Most of the annoying rubbish is beer cans and plastic drink bottles. There were also many glass beer bottles. There are no recycling bins in the vicinity. There are glass bottle banks at the bus turning point on Kentwood Hill, but this is a little walk away. Apart from this sort of dumping on the high bank running along the side of the lane there is dumped fencing material which obviously comes from the houses above and furniture in various places. At the  Pottery Road end of the lane there are more signs of casual dumping perhaps from those houses?

Also at the Pottery Road  end of the lane, by Portmeiron Gardens, there was a huge amount of dog poo bags thrown into the hedge on both sides of the lane. This must have been going on for some time and is really disgusting behaviour. I have notified the Dog Warden. I am unaware of anyone local who could monitor the situation to find the culprit(s).  There are several small bins in the area, one at the end of the Lane in Pottery Road and one halfway along the Lane.. but whether the person causing the distasteful litter could be persuaded to use the bins is another matter.

(There was an article in the Telegraph 14th March saying that it is better to flick dog poo to one side of a path rather than toss the plastic bag into the hedge – I agree with the principle ie the poo at least rots down if it is not in a bag but the principle is not sound since there are so many dogs these days).

At the farther Rodway Road end of the Lane, where it runs down to Rodway Road, there is a small amphitheatre which is constantly used for dumping litter. There must have been at least 75 beer cans (some unopened) and other drinks bottles (also some unopened) together with other household dumping. On the first day of our Rescue event, we made a further effort to clear up Gypsy Lane. The last bit of the clear up there was at the small overgrown amphitheatre at the end of Rodway Road. The lane here runs down to the road and there is an entrance into McIlroys Park. Most of the grass banks there are in good order but the amphitheatre area is consistently outrageously mucky.

An attempt was made to tidy it up. But I did think there is a better solution for this patch. 

Instead of the brambles, it needs to be grassed over as with the other banks there. In addition it needs at least two sturdy seats and a set of bins to collect beer cans and plastic bottles, 3 glass bottle bins and a general litter bin  ie six fairly big bins.

It is obvious that people come and drink in the area. We don’t necessarily want to stop them, after all they will only go somewhere else. But it does have to be made easier for people to dispose of the cans etc afterwards. A very low level light would allow people to see what is going on without driving the drinkers somewhere else. Although thinking about it there is probably adequate levels of light already. We want them to be there and for it to be nice for them to be there. It costs money to cut the grass and empty the bins but there are other areas of grass and other bins in the vicinity so apart from the initial cost of grassing the area and provided the seats and bins, such a scheme  wouldn’t add a lot to the overall cost of maintaining the area to keep it looking pleasant.

Report re clearup in  McIlroys and Bates Hill

The path up into McIroys by the mini roundabout in Thirlemere Road is consistently full of litter. Since there are a number of volunteers, especially in the morning, much of the litter was collected although it was not possible to venture further into the wooded areas. It was unfortunate the a number of children, who like to go into the woods, turn up to help when the session had closed. There were the usual signs of areas close to Potteries Road that are used by drinkers. And signs of cars being driven into the woods. 

Bates Hill is another area that attracts litter and dumping and significant quantities were collected. The large dumped items in the grass/wooded area opposite the Early Years Centre were reported to RBC via Love Clean Reading. However, there is a small amount of improvement now that the bottom end of the Hill is now fenced off from the public. This used to be a den of miscreants. It will be interesting to see where they now lurch off to.

The large dumped items in the grass/wooded area opposite the Early Years Centre were reported to RBC via Love Clean Reading  

Report re clearup in Blundells Copse and Blagrave Rec

We took the opportunity to clear round by the Horticultural Shed in Gratwicke Road and also Blagrave Rec. This was unscheduled but it was noticed that they needed a good clearup. The session that had been planned to clear the area behind the British Legion was cancelled unsurprisingly because of the weather. We also cleared the area around Bran Close.

It was tipping with rain when the session was opened. More annoying than that was the fact that when we arrived to start the session it was discovered that Restoritive Justice has already done a clearup of the copse in the days prior to our event. If we had been advised of this we could have arranged for a session in another area maybe. It is not as though we a short of areas to clear. We had chosen Blundells Copse, mainly because we have been clearing it over the Rescue Weekend for many years and usually residents from Teviot Road are keen to come and help. This year not so.

The good thing about this, however, is that we were able to clear rubbish that was deep into the wooded areas, which are not beyond the access of drinking people! We also found 2 large sacks of bags from the British Heart foundation. These were obviously dumped by someone who should have been delivering them to households. It used to be bundles of newspapers – but as far as I know we found none of these. So despite the fact that the Restoritive Justice clearup had already taken place a large amount of rubbish was collected from areas deep in the woods. 

Again, there are no bins suitable for collecting the cans and bottles or general litter on a normal everyday basis. Whether they would be used is another matter.

And Finally

Finally, we would like to say thank you to the local businesses that donated prizes for the raffle that we hold for volunteers.

We would also like to thank Thames Water for sponsoring the event.

And we would like to thank the bin men for coming and taking away the bags of collected litter – yes all 37 of them.

And I would like to say thanks the fact that we still have these pretty woodlands on our doorstep and being spring, we enjoyed the birds and budding flowers. But we do need to look after them.

